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Midland

Parks and Recreation ¢ 4811 North Saginaw Road « Midland, Michigan 48640 + 989.837.6930 ¢ 989.835.5651 Fax ¢ www.cityofmidlandmi.gov

July 29, 2020
TO: Parks and Recreation Commission
FROM: Karen Murphy, Director of Public Services

SUBJECT:  Parks and Recreation Commission Meeting of August 5, 2020

The regular meeting of the Midland Parks and Recreation Commission has been scheduled for
Wednesday, August 5, 2020. Due to Governor Gretchen Whitmer’s current Executive Orders requiring
social distancing and allowing meetings of public bodies to be held electronically, this meeting will be
conducted via videoconference. The City of Midland will utilize Zoom to conduct this videoconference
meeting.
To join via videoconference, go to:
https://zoom.us.join ~Webinar ID: 87089724381  ~Password: 156004

To join via telephone, dial:
1(312) 626-6799 ~Webinar ID: 87089724381 ~Password: 156004

The agenda for the meeting is as follows:

1) Call to Order

2) Roll Call

3) Election of Chair and Vice Chair

4) Minutes of meeting of February 4, 2020

5) Call to Audience

6) Adoption of meeting calendar for 2021

7) Gift from Charles J. Strosacker Foundation for maintenance at Thrune Park

8) Impact of COVID-19 on parks and recreation offerings

9) Impact of May 19-20 flood event on parks

10) Miracle Field update

11) Project Reports
a. Upper Emerson Park renovation and bridge/roadway removal
b. Central Park Pickle Ball & Tennis Court project

c. Grove Park renovation


https://zoom.us.join/

12) Old Business
13) New Business
14) Adjourn
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July 29, 2020
TO: Parks and Recreation Commission
FROM: Karen Murphy, Director of Public Services

SUBJECT:  Notes for Meeting of Wednesday, August 5, 2020

Election of Chair and Vice Chair

Since it is the first meeting of the Commission after July 1, officers must be elected for the coming fiscal
year. Commissioners will be asked for nominations first for the chair and a verbal vote will be taken to
choose the chair. Then the same process will be followed for electing a vice chair.

Adoption of Meeting Calendar for 2021

The Commission typically meets the first Tuesday of the month. In past years, the schedule has been
altered to accommodate the use of City Hall Council Chambers for elections. There is the potential for
an election to occur the first Tuesday in May, August and November so | am proposing that the
Commission meetings for those months be moved to Wednesday of the same week. Below is the
proposed schedule of dates:

Tuesday, January 5 Wednesday, May 5 Tuesday, September 7
Tuesday, February 2 Tuesday, June 1 Tuesday, October 5
Tuesday, March 2 Tuesday, July 6 Wednesday, November 3
Tuesday, April 6 Wednesday, August 4 Tuesday, December 7

Under the ordinance, the Commission is required to meet a minimum of six times per fiscal year

(July 1 — June 30). The Commission could decide now to not hold certain meetings, or regular monthly
meetings can be scheduled with the intent that meetings will be cancelled if no official business is
pending.

Gift from Charles J. Strosacker Foundation for maintenance at Thrune Park

As part of the Charles J. Strosacker Foundation’s ongoing support of Thrune Park, the Foundation has
offered the City a gift of $29,500 to provide maintenance of the park amenities. | will provide an outline
of the needed maintenance and ask for Commission’s recommendation to City Council to accept this
generous gift to keep Thrune Park looking great!

Impact of COVID-19 on parks and recreation offerings

Marcie Post and | will share the City’s response to COVID-19 with regard to parks and recreation, along
with the plan that was put in place to comply with the Governor’s Executive Orders related to social
distancing, limitations on gathering sizes and the provision of outdoor recreational space as an essential
service. Marcie will also review the current plan for fall recreation programs.




Impact of May 19-20 flood event on parks

I will discuss the impact of the flood on parks including Emerson Park, the Rail Trail, Chippewassee
Park, Gerstacker Sprayground, Emerson River Overlook, the softball fields and the Municipal Service
Annex.

Miracle Field update

I will provide an update on the fundraising status for the Miracle Field along with a revised budgetary
estimate. The budgetary estimate is significantly higher than our original estimate for a variety of
reasons, and the project team is working on a phased in approach so construction can start this fall with
the funds that have been raised to date.

Project Reports

a. Upper Emerson Park renovation and bridge/roadway removal: | will provide an update on
the final close out of the project. | will also share information about the removal of the adjacent
roadway and vehicle bridge under a separate engineering project that will enhance the green
space along the river.

b. Central Park Pickle Ball & Tennis Court project: | will provide an update on the
construction phase of the project.

c. Grove Park renovation: | will provide an update on the construction phase of the project as
well as the Midland Noon Rotary’s involvement in the project.

Respectfully,

Karen Murphy
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MIDLAND PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING OF FEBRUARY 4, 2020
MIDLAND CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
7:00 P.M.

PROPOSED MINUTES

Call to Order: Meeting called to order at 7:01 p.m. by Chairperson Nancy Carney.

Pledge of Allegiance: Led by students from Plymouth and Central Park Elementary Schools

Roll Call:
a. MEMBERS PRESENT: Billotti, Carney, Johns, Rankin, Rice, Steidemann, Varela
b. MEMBERS ABSENT: Carlson
c. OTHERS PRESENT: Marcie Post, Recreation Manager. Students from Plymouth
Pioneers Programmers and Central Park Student Leadership.

Minutes of December 3, 2019: Billotti motioned, Rankin seconded to receive minutes of the
meeting of December 3, 2019. Motion passed 8-0.

Call to Audience: None

Miracle Field public crowdfunding campaign: Post announced the kickoff of the Patronicity
online crowd fundraising campaign for the Middle of the Mitt Miracle League. The Michigan
Economic Development Corporation will grant the project $50,000 if the City successfully raises
$50,000 via the online platform over the next 60 days.

Post introduced students from the Plymouth Pioneers Programmers Robotics Team and the
Central Park Student Leadership group who presented the City with checks totaling $1,700
toward the Miracle Field. The students hosted a can drive at Plymouth along with collecting
donations, and the students at Central Park sold scented pencils to raise funds for this exciting
project. In particular, this group is donating funds in support of an accessible piece of play
equipment for the play area.

Currie Stadium proposal: Murphy shared a brief history of Currie Stadium located in Emerson
Park, including the decline in fast pitch softball that has occurred in the area over the past twenty
years. Murphy discussed structural maintenance concerns that threaten the continued safe use of
the facility, leading to staff’s decision to close the underside of the stadium for use effective
immediately. Murphy shared that she is proposing $130,000 in funds split between the
FY2020/21 and 2021/22 Parks Capital Outlay budgets for the future demolition of the stadium.
This process would leave the current ball field intact, but would remove the entire stadium
facility. As part of the demolition plan, irrigation controls need to be relocated and a new
electrical service will need to be run in order to maintain the ball field. In addition, a small
storage shed will need to be added somewhere in Emerson Park for the softball attendant to keep
game night supplies. Murphy shared that the public will be asked for their input on the future of
this area of the park during the upcoming Parks and Recreation Master Plan update that will
occur later this year.




Murphy shared that this was a very difficult decision to make as the stadium has been a
community icon for decades now, lending itself to Midland being known as the softball capital of
the world at one point. Murphy stated that this decision will not be popular with all residents.
Staff has done a lot of research and outreach, including meeting with the Currie family and
hosting a meeting with a contingent of softball enthusiasts over the past several years prior to
announcing a timeline for the removal of the stadium. Murphy reiterated that the City is at a
point where putting more tax dollars into the facility when the usage continues to decline each
year is not the best use of funds.

8) Project Reports
a. Upper Emerson Park renovation update: Murphy shared that the MDNR grant needed
to be extended another six months as the punch list for the project remains incomplete.
The interpretive panels are in place now, and in the spring new wildflower seeding will
need to be done along with an asphalt patch. Murphy is still hopeful for a late spring
ribbon cutting event.

b. Miracle Field: Murphy reported that site design and building architectural design are
underway for the Miracle Field complex. The goal is to bid out the project by early
March with construction starting in late April. Murphy shared that the Miracle Field
operating committee met for the first time this week to discuss how to structure the
league and attract athletes. The project is 67% funded to date with an additional
$500,000 remaining to secure from outside sources.

c. Pickleball and tennis court complex: Murphy stated that the MDNR quickly approved
the site plans for the project and it is currently out for bid on the City’s website. Bids are
due February 11 and will need to be reviewed and approved by MDNR before an award
can be made.

d. Grove Park improvements: Murphy reported that the Grove Park renovation bid is live
on the City’s website. The contracted work includes the paved pathways and the
basketball court. The project did receive a $30,000 CDBG grant which is being used to
purchase the small pavilion. The City will continue with demolition on site and will
assist with installation of the pavilion, play equipment and playground fence this spring.

e. Cardboard Sled Race after report: Post shared that 45 sleds participated in the 2"
annual cardboard sled races at City Forest. Participants raced in three categories, with
winners receiving Midland Parks & Recreation passes and/or Live Oak gift certificates.

9) Old Business :
a. Recreation fee approval: Murphy shared that City Council adopted the recreation fee
ordinances at their January 16 meeting. The fee increases took effect upon publication.

10) New Business: None

11) Adjourn: Motioned by Steidemann, seconded by Varela to adjourn the meeting. Motion passed
8- 0. Meeting adjourned at 7:40 p.m.



